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If there’s 
one well-
known event 

that takes place every March, it’s March 
Madness. While there may have been no 
brackets or Final Four at the Waynesburg 
University Public Relations Student Society 
of America, the Chapter still managed to 
have its own kind of March madness with 
everything that happened during the 
month. 

The Chapter held its eighth annual PR Week 
March 18-22, themed “Pittsburgh PRoud.” 
This year’s PR Week brought many diverse 
sessions, including everything from excite-
ment and entertainment of the Pittsburgh 
Cultural Trust to heartbreak and reflection 
on the Tree of Life synagogue shooting. The 
overwhelmingly positive feedback from the 
week truly moves me and makes me even 
more proud of the hard work.

The excitement continued as our Chapter traveled to the West Virginia 
University PRSSA’s Wired and Wonderful Regional Conference. The 
weekend their Chapter planned was truly inspiring. Attendees were 
exposed to current trends in the public relations industry such as 

augmented reality, virtual reality, influencer marketing and so much 
more. We are so grateful to have had the opportunity to attend Re-
gional Conference and learn from all of the wonderful professionals 
that spoke there.

As our own March madness winds down, I encourage you to join me in 
reflection of all that has happened this past month. As the school year 
comes to the end, final assignments are starting to come up, intern-
ship applications are quickly closing, and a new beginning awaits for 
those graduating. While some of these moments may be strenuous 
and terrifying, remember that you have been brought to this moment 
for a reason. You are equipped to take on whatever comes your way. 

Remember to find moments of rest and to take care of yourself as 
you face the next month. Lean on those you trust whenever you need 
uplifted. Most importantly, appreciate the journey you are on right 
now because every moment, good or bad, is shaping you for the next 
step in your life. 

Nicole Tobias

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Nicole Tobias is a public 
relations major and has 
been the Waynesburg 
University PRSSA President 
since June 2018. If you are 
interested in the Chapter or 
have any questions, email 
Nicole at 
tob0917@student.
waynesburg.edu

Nicole Tobias 
Chapter President

Chapter President

CHAPTER ATTENDS 2019 REGIONAL CONFERENCE
Waynesburg University Public Relations Student Society of America sent seven members to the 2019 Regional Conference 
this month, hosted by West Virginia University. Wired and Wonderful: The Reach of Digital Storytelling aimed to celebrate 
utilizing integrated marketing communications. The event encouraged professionals to think beyond traditional media and 
work with a variety of platforms.



This year’s Public Relations 
Week was held March 18 to 22, 
with the theme, “Pittsburgh 

Proud,” and featured many speakers from the Pittsburgh 
market. Students had the opportunity to network with 
professionals from agencies, healthcare and more. 

Chapter president Nicole Tobias was the main event plan-
ner for this year’s PR Week. She has always loved visiting 
Pittsburgh and watching Pittsburgh sports and thought of 
the event’s theme one day during class.

“I was honestly 
sitting in class 
one day, and 
the phrase 
“Pittsburgh 
PRoud” just hit 
me,” said To-
bias. “Prior to 
coming up with 
the theme, I 
knew I wanted 
to incorporate 
Pittsburgh-cen-
tric sessions 
because of 
the impact 
Pittsburgh is 

making in the world today, and also because I have always 
been in love with the city and am delighted and excited 
every time I am in the city.”

One of Tobias’ goals for this year’s PR week was to bring in 
new speakers who have not yet been associated with the 
Waynesburg University PRSSA.

“While some speakers were found based on their con-
nections with the Chapter, a majority of them were found 
through our parent Chapter, PRSA Pittsburgh,” said Tobi-
as. “Something I really wanted to happen this year was to 
invite at least three new speakers who have never been 
associated with the Waynesburg University PRSSA in any 
way, and I managed to exceed that by having four new 
speakers. By having new speakers, we are broadening our 
network and creating even more opportunities for our 
Chapter members to possibly venture in the areas of work 
these speakers are in.”

While event planning is always chaotic, Tobias said ev-
erything worked out in the end. She believed the sessions 
were well-attended and that students got a lot of informa-
tion out of them. 

“I think “Pittsburgh PRoud” went pretty well,” said Tobias. 
“There were some struggles and complications I faced in 
the early stages of planning the week, but overall, I think 
the sessions packed an immense amount of valuable 
information for those in attendance, were diverse enough 
to provide everyone with something they were interested 
in and ultimately provide a great experience.”

Planning for next year’s PR Week is already in the works.  

Tanner McKnight
Fundraising Coordinator

CHAPTER HOSTS SUCCESSFUL PR WEEK
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Around 
this time 
last year, 

I was elected into the position of 
vice president and firm director. I 
remember feeling excited to lead 
the firm and continue fostering 
relationships with our clients. I 
was eager to provide firm mem-
bers with new experiences and 
opportunities, while trying my 
hand at a new form of leadership. 

Although I was excited and eager 
for a new challenge, I remember 
an almost overwhelming feel-
ing of nervousness. Each year, 
our Chapter tops itself, pushing 
and building upon what it ac-
complished the year before. Our 
Chapter’s success is due not only 

to the dedication of our members, but also to the strong 
leaders who help guide them. 

When I was faced with transitioning into a new leadership 
role, I knew that each of the past firm directors had left 
large shoes to fill. Now, as I near the end of my role as vice 
president and firm director, there are several things that 
helped me with the transition into a larger role that I would 
like to share with all of you to help your transitions into new 
positions as well.  

Talk to the person who held the position before you.
Ask Questions. I had several honest conversations with the 
former vice president and firm director. For me, this was 
extremely helpful. Talking specifically about the Firm, I was 
given better insight into the relationships we had with cli-

ents, and it helped me understand the importance of those 
relationships. This dialogue also allowed me to understand 
the positions on a deeper level through hearing some of the 
challenges the former firm director faced and the recom-
mendations she had for change. 

Have realistic goals.
On the surface, it may seem easy to look at a position and 
think of everything that you will change. In reality, it can be 
much more difficult when you are sitting on the other side 
of the desk. In any position, there are a lot of moving parts 
and variables that influence a decision. It’s great to dream 
big, but the path to achieving those dreams has to be real-
istic.

Help to further the Chapter.
An executive board position looks great on your résumé, 
but that should not be the only reason you are in a posi-
tion. Holding an executive board position allows you to be 
a voice for your Chapter, helping provide opportunities for 
members to grow in their skills. So, when you make deci-
sions regarding the Chapter or the Firm, remember to think 
of how it benefits the members, rather than how it looks on 
your résumé. 

The Chapter has a long tradition of pushing the envelope 
and breaking expectations. I can’t wait to see how our 
incoming members and executive board will continue that 
tradition.  

Gabrielle Coy

FROM THE FIRM DIRECTOR’S DESK
Gabrielle Coy  
VP/Firm Director

Gabrielle Coy  is a senior and 
has been the Waynesburg 
University PRSSA VP/Firm 
Director since June 2018. If 
you are interested in the firm, 
or have any questions, email 
Gabrielle at 
coy7702@student.
waynesburg.edu

Chapter VP/Firm Director

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
MayApril

May 3: Semester ends
May 5: Baccalaureate Service at 11 a.m.
May 5: 168th Commencement at 2 p.m.

Apr. 5: Red Brick Communications Meeting at 11 a.m.
Apr. 11: Red Brick Communications Meeting at 11 a.m.
Apr. 11: General Body Meeting at 9 p.m.
Apr. 18: Red Brick Communications Meeting at 11 a.m.
Apr. 25: Red Brick Communications Meeting at 11 a.m.
Apr. 25: General Body Meeting at 9 p.m.



PRSSA MEMBERS ASSIST WITH UNIVERSITY CHARTER DAY EVENT

The Waynesburg University 
Public Relations Student 
Society of America was 
given the opportunity 

to volunteer at Waynesburg University’s 169th Charter Day 
celebration. The Chapter sent six students to help with duties 
including handing out programs, lighting the candles and seat-
ing the University’s special guests. 

Charter Day was included in the week-long festivities of the 
Chapter’s PR Week. Chapter president Nicole Tobias said the 
addition gave Chapter members an opportunity to appreciate 
the charter of the University. 

“This year was the first year we had PR Week the same week 
as Charter Day,” said Tobias. “PR Week actually fit well with 
Charter Day because it gave members the chance to reflect 
on and appreciate our University’s charter because—quite 
obviously—there would be no Waynesburg University PRSSA 
without Waynesburg University.”

Tobias has volunteered for Charter Day the last three years. She 
first got involved when the University recruited Chapter mem-
bers to volunteer during her freshman year. This year, Tobias, 
among other students, got involved through the Department of 
Communication’s Advanced Public Relations Strategies course. 
Senior Chapter member Olivia Kelley has also volunteered for 

three years and said it is something she looks forward to each 
year. 

“I’ve always enjoyed volunteering for Charter Day—it’s an 
incredible opportunity to be involved in the most important 
event on Waynesburg’s campus and to show appreciation for 
the University,” said Kelley. “The event has a lot of positivity 
surrounding it, so I love the camaraderie it creates among the 
students who volunteer and the staff members who run the 
event. It’s always an extremely well-run event, and this year’s 
Charter Day was no exception.”

Tobias further emphasized the importance of the Chapter 
working Charter Day, as it is a great overall experience and 
networking opportunity for students. 

“It is important for our Chapter to volunteer during Charter Day, 
because it is a great event to get experience with networking 
and helping assist with day-of-event responsibilities and jobs 
that need to be done,” said Tobias. “Also, our University con-
stantly supports the Chapter in its efforts, so volunteering at 
Charter Day was the least we could do to show our appreciation 
for all the University does for us.”

It certainly won’t be the last time Chapter members volunteer 
for Charter Day; however, it will be an experience that many of 
them cherish and enjoy. 

Ty McEliece
Professional Development 
Coordinator

Relay For Life is the American Cancer Soci-
ety’s signature fundraiser, dedicated to help-
ing communities fight cancer. The Waynes-

burg University Public Relations Student Society of America is 
looking to do its part helping the American Cancer Society with 
funds donated, time given and awareness raised.

Special events coordinator Mandi Bruni has taken charge of the 
efforts for the event. Bruni said she is enthusiastic and excited 
for Relay for Life because it is a great cause and will benefit the 
American Cancer Society greatly.

“From team members to volunteers, everybody wants to re-
member those we’ve lost, help those affected today and give us 
a home team advantage against cancer,” said Bruni “Our job is 
to rally together in the fight against cancer through this fun and 
inspirational event.” 

With Bruni being new to the Chapter and new to the position, 
she has several goals for Relay’s success. She wants the event 
to be fun for the Chapter, since this year’s Relay for Life is carni-
val-themed.

The Waynesburg University PRSSA will wear yellow on the day of 
Relay for Life—Sunday, April 14—in honor of osteosarcoma (bone 
cancer). Bruni said the Chapter’s involvement in the charity ex-
pands students’ knowledge and experience, both in working with 
nonprofits and fulfilling the university’s mission for service.

“Being involved in Relay for Life helps the Waynesburg University 
PRSSA exercise its philanthropic values,” said Bruni. “Being a part 
of such a large organization that’s main objective is to bring relief 
to communities is something I think our Chapter collectively takes 
pride in.”

Bruni is excited for the event-planning experience she is gaining 
from coordinating the Chapter’s efforts. Planning this event gives 
her skills to take into the workforce when she graduates.

“The experience I’ve gained through planning the Waynesburg 
University PRSSA’s involvement in Relay has given me the under-
standing of just how much hard work goes into planning an event 
this big and how great the result of it will be because of it,” said 
Bruni. “I’m looking forward to how this event goes and looking 
forward to participating in other events that PRSSA is helping 
with.”

Chad Walker
Treasurer

WAYNESBURG PRSSA JOINS FIGHT AGAINST CANCER



The Waynesburg University 
Public Relations Student 
Society of America invited 

Courtney Caprara, Communication Specialist II at UPMC, and Melin-
da Roeder, News Anchor and Reporter for KDKA-AM Radio to share 
their experiences handling the mass shooting at the Tree of Life 
Synagogue in Pittsburgh last October. 

In the past, the Chapter has covered many topics throughout PR 
Week, but none have focused so heavily on crisis management. Addi-
tionally, this was a crisis that hit home for so many of Waynesburg’s 
students and Chapter members from the Pittsburgh area.

“I personally am not aware of too many crisis management sessions 
that have been held during PR Week, if any,” said Chapter president 
Nicole Tobias. “I would definitely say this specific kind of crisis com-
munications is the first of its kind because of how impactful and how 
massive this attack was.”

During the panel discussion, Caprara emphasized how her training in 
public relations helped her navigate a plan of action to support the 
victims and their families as they arrived at UPMC hospitals.

Roeder said she rushed into “reporter mode” that day and described 
the many nuances of reporting on tragedies. She explained the 
importance gathering clear, accurate information and fact-checking 
with the appropriate sources along the way. 
With this week’s PR Week themed “Pittsburgh PRoud,” Tobias said it 
was important to address the tragedy. 
 
“I really thought having this panel was important because of the rele-
vance and authenticity of it,” said Tobias. “We see these stories in the 

news every day, but whenever it happens so close to home, it makes 
such a significant impact on the city involved.”

Some noteworthy tips for communicators that came out of this 
panel were that old news dies quickly, and it’s only a matter of time 
before the public moves on to the next big story. As communicators, 
we want people to trust the information we provide—accuracy and 
clarity are imperative. Social media is a quick and effective tool to 
reach your audience, and indecision can paralyze the news process.

“I think some key takeaways from the panel would be to lean on oth-
ers before you burn yourself out and to make sure you are communi-
cating effectively and clearly in any situation,” said Tobias.

Tobias said that the panel was applicable to both the Pittsburgh 
market and communicators. Crises happen everywhere and any-
time, and the lessons learned in this panel can be applied to very 
similar situations.

Mandi Bruni
Special Events Coordinator

CHAPTER HOSTS PANEL TO HONOR TREE OF LIFE
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While the school year may be slow-
ing down, the Chapter’s fundraising 

efforts have not. With Regional Conference and National 
Assembly having already occurred and International Con-
ference quickly approaching, the Chapter will be looking to 
boost their funds to cover as many expenses as possible. 

The Chapter held its annual Krispy Kreme fundraiser, which 
sold 45 boxes. To Chapter fundraising coordinator, Tanner 
McKnight, the Krispy Kreme fundraiser is something that 
comes naturally to the Chapter and provides a great profit 
in the end. Those who purchased doughnuts can expect to 
receive the orders by Thursday, April 11. 

As the Krispy Kreme fundraiser comes to a close, another 
fundraiser is on the horizon; the Chapter plans to host a 
dodgeball tournament fundraiser. The fundraiser, originally 
scheduled for earlier this year, will take place Thursday, 
April 25. 

“We are still in the planning stages for the dodgeball fund-

raiser,” said McKnight. “We already have a date set, and we 
are just working on the rest of the logistics.”

Aside from garnering additional funds to support the Chap-
ter, the dodgeball fundraiser seeks to bring the Waynesburg 
University PRSSA members and other students together for 
an exciting event.

“The key audience is students on campus so we can tell 
them about PRSSA,” said McKnight. “We might have teams 
from West Virginia University and from PRSA Pittsburgh.”

To profit from the fundraiser, the Chapter will charge teams 
of five $10 to play, as well as host a concession stand. There 
will also be a prize for the winning team, which has yet to 
be determined.

Anyone looking to form a team and participate in the tour-
nament should contact McKnight at mck1951@student.
waynesburg.edu for more information. 

Nicole Tobias 
Chapter President

WAYNESBURG PRSSA PLANS NEW FUNDRAISER
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Maura Fenske, for-
mer president of the 
Waynesburg University 

Public Relations Student Society of America, 
has recently returned to her alma mater to 
work as the Coordinator of Development and 
Alumni Relations. 

In her position, Fenske is responsible for over-
seeing and coordinating special events and 
keeping up-to-date with alumni through social 
media interaction and email marketing.

Fenske reaches out to alumni with personal-
ized messages, congratulating them on new 
jobs, spouses and even children. She said she 
enjoys every aspect of her job.

“We truly celebrate right along with our alumni 
and cheer them on long after they have left 
Waynesburg University,” Fenske said.

Fenske is excited to begin this new chapter in 
her professional career, particularly since the 
opportunity came to her after she had faced 
challenges in a previous position.

During her past role, Fenske said she felt 
somewhat lost. She said her involvement in 
the PRSA organization provided guidance and 
comradery during that trying time.

“PRSA Pittsburgh gave me a purpose and a 
place to channel my energy outside work,” 
Fenske said.

Fenske participated in the Waynesburg Univer-
sity PRSSA throughout her college career, serv-
ing as Chapter president during her junior and 
senior years. Fenske said much of her career 
knowledge stems from her college classes, but 
she owes her success and drive to her extracur-
ricular involvement. 

“It gave me so many connections and so much 

experience 
that I car-
ried into 
these first 
two chap-
ters of my 
career. I’m 
also very 
thankful 
for the 
profes-
sors who 
served not 
only as 
teachers 
but as 
mentors, 
and now as 
coworkers and friends,” she said.

During her time at the University, Fenske said 
that she grew as a person and became a more 
well-rounded individual, which helps her 
currently in her life after schooling. College 
also instilled in Fenske the drive required to 
succeed.

“I decided to fully immerse myself by becom-
ing involved in leadership positions within 
PRSSA and Red Brick and other places in the 
department, and I know I am better for it,” 
Fenske said.

Fenske’s lesson in hard work and dedication 
that she learned over the entirety of her four 
years is wisdom she still faithfully carries with 
her.

“If you truly apply yourself and put your heart 
into everything you do, you’ll see the results 
and the growth—maybe not immediately, 
but soon,” Fenske said. “Be patient and take 
advantage of every opportunity that is given to 
you.”

OPPORTUNITIES

PRSSA National 
Individual Awards
Individual Scholarship 
applications due May 
31, 2019.

Blog Writing
Enhance your writing 
skills and expand your 
portfolio by writing 
for the Chapter 
blog. Contact Public 
Relations Director, 
Teghan Simonton, for 
more information.

Red Brick 
Communications
Become part of 
the Nationally 
Affiliated student-
run firm and prepare 
yourself by providing 
local nonprofit 
organizations with pro 
bono public relations 
work. Contact Vice 
President and Firm 
Director Gabrielle Coy 
for more information.

Contact Teghan Simonton by emailing 
sim6628@student.waynesburg.edu 
if you would like to write for Trending 
Topics!

Connect With  Us! @wuprssa
wuprssa.com 
facebook.com/wuprssa 
wuprssa.wordpress.com
www.redbrick1849.com

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: MAURA FENSKE

Grace Hutchison 
Historian
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STATE OF THE CHAPTER ADDRESS CELEBRATES SUCCESS

Students, staff and guests gathered 
in the dining hall for the State of the 
Chapter Address Thursday, March 

21. After eating a Pittsburgh-themed meal, including the fa-
mous pierogis, Chapter president Nicole Tobias presented the 
Address as well as new member and senior recognition. 

In previous years, the Waynesburg University Public Relations 
Student Society of America has held a Networking Breakfast 
during PR Week. This year, Tobias decided to host a lunch in-
stead, in hopes of attracting more Chapter members, faculty 
and staff. With a record attendance of 19, the lunch was also 
combined with the State of the Chapter Address to celebrate, 
recognize and reflect on the Chapter’s year.

For the State of the Chapter Address, Tobias proudly listed 
the accolades of the Chapter. At National Conference, the 
Chapter achieved Star Chapter status for the sixth consec-
utive year. For the third consecutive year, the Waynesburg 
University PRSSA won PRSA Pittsburgh’s Chapter of the Year 
Award. The Chapter’s student-run firm, Red Brick Commu-
nications, achieved National Affiliation for the second time. 
Tobias is certainly pleased with the recognition, but said the 
proudest accomplishment is all of the hard work put in by 
Chapter members which allows them to stand out.

“Regionally and nationally, we are constantly recognized as a 
Chapter that really puts forth the effort, hard work and dedi-
cation to not only our future careers, but the public relations 
industry,” said Tobias.

Tobias was 
then excited to 
welcome new 
members Adrian 
Barnhart, Mandi 
Bruni, Silas Mays 
and Deanna 
Nagel. After the 
four individuals 
were thanked 
by Tobias, they 
received cer-
tificates that 
made them 
officially mem-
bers of PRSSA. 
Tobias is looking 
forward to their 
involvement 
and growth as 
public relations 
students.

Following the induction was senior recognition. Waynesburg 
University PRSSA has four seniors graduating in May and one 

graduating 
in December: 
Gabrielle 
Coy, Natalie 
Johnson, 
Olivia Kel-
ley, Teghan 
Simonton 
and Grace 
Hutchinson. 
The seniors 
were praised 
by Tobias for 
their contri-
butions of 
knowledge, 
experience 
and leader-
ship during 
their time at 
Waynesburg. 

While the 
Chapter has 
accomplished so much this past year, Tobias still has more 
she wishes to achieve. One goal is to increase membership 
while following in the footsteps of the graduates. The second 
goal for Tobias is to make a bid for the Waynesburg University 
PRSSA to hold a Regional Conference. 

While these may be daunting goals, Tobias said challenges 
are handled very well by Chapter members. She is excited for 
another very promising year for the Waynesburg University 
PRSSA.

Adrian Barnhart
Secretary
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