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For many, 
a new year 
brings the 
hope and 

determination for new beginnings, 
challenges and goals. This hope and 
determination is incredibly present in 
our Chapter as we begin the year on such 
incredible terms. 

The Waynesburg University Public 
Relations Student Society of America 

received the PRSSA Chapter of the Year 
Award for the third consecutive year 
at PRSA Pittsburgh’s 2019 Renaissance 
Awards in January. Our Chapter showcased 
extraordinary work in its application for 
the award, and I am incredibly proud we 
achieved this honor again.

On the national level, we hope to strength-
en our relationships with PRSSA National. 

If there is anything I learned at National Conference, it’s that this 
society is filled with incredibly kind, talented and inspiring future 
practitioners who can all provide valuable wisdom and strength.

On the regional level, we aspire to maintain and strengthen our re-
lationships with local PRSSA Chapters as well as PRSA Pittsburgh. 
It has been an incredible privilege to build relationships with those 
involved in PRSSA and PRSA regionally. I am excited to see them 

grow through our work together.

I am looking forward to all this upcoming semester has in store. 
The Chapter has seen a number of new faces at meetings, and we 
feel blessed to be gaining so many new members. Our fundraising 
efforts are expanding as we plan a fundraiser that has never done 
by the Chapter before—one that will not only benefit the Chapter 
but also the entire campus. 

As always, we will be hosting our annual Public Relations Week to 
celebrate the field of public relations. We are looking forward to 
incorporating many new sessions and events into the week. We are 
excited to take Public Relations Week to the next level and to make 
it an event PRSSA students will love.

While attempting to accomplish so many new projects may seem 
daunting, it is something myself and the rest of the Chapter are 
eager for as we build upon the successes of our Chapter.

I am incredibly excited to see what our Chapter will accomplish 
this year, and I look forward to sharing those accomplishments 
with you in the future.

Sincerely, 

Nicole Tobias

Five students traveled to 
downtown Pittsburgh, 
January 31, to attend the 

Renaissance Awards, hosted by the Public Relations Society 
of America in Pittsburgh. On this evening, Chapter President 
Nicole Tobias, VP/Firm Director Gabrielle Coy, Professional De-
velopment Coordinator Ty McEliece, Special Events Coordinator 
Mandi Bruni and Fundraising Coordinator Tanner McKnight all 
volunteered for the event. 

Tobias said she loved being able to volunteer and network with 
so many professionals from the Pittsburgh area. 

“This was my third year volunteering at the Renaissance 
Awards,” said Tobias. “I loved volunteering this year because I 
was in the position to interact with many of the guests at the 
event. I love getting to speak with professionals that I have 
known, or not known for a long time.” 

2019 marked Bruni’s first Renaissance Awards ,and was elated 
with how much she learned. Bruni said she was happy to dis-
cover more about her Executive Board position.

“Working my first Renaissance Awards was really exciting to see 
how much work goes into planning an event,” said Bruni.

Coy has been a part of the Chapter since she came to Waynes-
burg in the fall of 2015. She likes working events like this be-
cause it shows planning and execution. 

“Experiences like working the Renaissance Awards have 
allowed me to see both sides of events: the planning and the 
execution,” said Coy. “Setting up the venue or triple checking 
technology may seem like menial tasks, but they are crucial to 
an event’s success.”
 
Waynesburg University PRSSA often volunteers for different 
service initiatives as well as professional development opportu-
nities like this one. Tobias said getting to help with these events 
enhances students’ education and broadens their professional 
network.

“I think our volunteers had a fun time in their positions because 
we were each doing something different, and it gave us all the 
opportunity to help in ways we may not normally help,” said 
Tobias. “Volunteering at the Renaissance Awards is something 
the Chapter looks forward to doing every year, and we love to 
help our parent Chapter and get involved with them whenever 
we can.”

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Nicole Tobias is a public 
relations major and has 
been the Waynesburg 
University PRSSA President 
since June 2018. If you are 
interested in the Chapter or 
have any questions, email 
Nicole at 
tob0917@student.
waynesburg.edu

Nicole Tobias 
Chapter President

Chapter President

CHAPTER VOLUNTEERS AT PRSA RENAISSANCE AWARDS

Tanner McKnight  
Fundraising Coordinator



The Waynesburg University Public 
Relations Student Society of Amer-
ica was honored for the third year 

in a row by its parent chapter, PRSA Pittsburgh. 

Waynesburg University PRSSA was recognized as Chapter of 
the Year at PRSA Pittsburgh’s annual Renaissance Awards, 
Jan. 31. The Chapter was chosen out of several campus 
groups in the Pittsburgh region. 

“My first reaction was complete excitement,” said Nicole 
Tobias, Chapter President. “I was just so proud that we were 
honored with this award for the third time, and it really is 
a huge deal because there are much larger and more well-
known schools in the Pittsburgh area that could be recog-
nized, but they chose Waynesburg.”

Waynesburg University PRSSA takes extra effort to network 
with professionals in PRSA Pittsburgh at every opportunity, 
said Tobias. She said the Chapter’s interactions with PRSA 
Pittsburgh has opened doors for students and graduates 
when it comes to education, internships and careers.

Waynesburg University PRSSA also contributed five volun-
teers to assist in the facilitation of the Renaissance Awards 
event; and Chapter alumni were equally involved: Former 
Chapter President Maura Fenske and Former Vice President/
Firm Director Cassidy Graham served as co-chairs for the 
event, and Former Vice President/Firm Director Jordan Mitr-
ik received the Rising Star Award.

“I think my favorite part about the Renaissance Awards was 
seeing how involved our Chapter was,” Tobias said. “It is 
just nice to see so many recent graduates playing such huge 
roles in PRSA Pittsburgh.”

Tobias said she was proud of the Chapter’s involvement in 
the event, and the success of the evening, in general.

“It recognizes all the hard work we put into our Chapter,” she 
said. “In the moment, you may not think your work is having 
such a significant impact, but when you add up everything 
we do, it’s actually really impressive. Winning this award just 
solidifies that the work we are doing is great, and it really 
encourages us to keep aspiring to greatness.”

Teghan Simonton  
Public Relations 
Director

WAYNESBURG PRSSA WINS CHAPTER OF THE YEAR

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
MayMarch April

May 3: Semester ends
May 5: Baccalaureate Service at 11 

a.m.
May 5: 167th Commencement at 2 

p.m.

March 14: Red Brick Communciations 
Meeting at 11 a.m.

March 14: Executive Board Nominations 
Meeting

March 18-22: PR Week
March 21: Red Brick Communications 

Meeting at 11 a.m.
March 28: Red Brick Communications 

Meeting at 11 a.m.
March 28: Executive Board Elections at 

9 p.m.

Apr. 5: Red Brick Communications 
Meeting at 11 a.m.

Apr. 11: Red Brick Communications 
Meeting at 11 a.m.

Apr. 11: General Body Meeting at 9 p.m.
Apr. 18: Red Brick Communications 

Meeting at 11 a.m.
Apr. 25: Red Brick Communications 

Meeting at 11 a.m.
Apr. 15: General Body Meeting at 9 p.m.
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This semester, Waynesburg University 
Public Relations Student Society of 
America has been hard at work orga-

nizing fundraisers for the Spring Semester 2019. 

Once students return from spring break, the Chapter will be 
focusing on two fundraisers: a Krispy Kreme sale and a dodgeball 
tournament, said fundraising coordinator Tanner McKnight. The 
Krispy Kreme sale will begin shortly after the break and is expect-
ed to do well, based on past sales. 

“It’s a consistent success,” McKnight said. “Everyone likes dough-
nuts, and we can also go network with the different offices and 
get to talk to them.”

The dodgeball tournament will be a new experiment for the 
Chapter. After students form their teams, they can sign up to 
participate in the tournament for a small fee. McKnight hopes this 

fundraiser will allow the Chapter to gain attention and educate 
other campus residents about PRSSA. 

These creative ideas did not come without some help. McKnight 
said his mother is his biggest inspiration. She has become a great 
support and source for ideas, he said. McKnight also credits 
Chapter President Nicole Tobias and Professional Development 
Coordinator Ty McEliece for helping him brainstorm ideas. 

With these ideas, and many others he has come up with, McK-
night has kept one goal in mind: he aims to help the Chapter 
reach a point where out-of-pocket costs do not exist or are at 
least minimized. 

“I love to network and see what other chapters have done, so 
that we can adapt them to work for us,” McKnight said. “I love 
talking and learning from other people to help make us success-
ful.”

With less 
than four 
months 

of my college career left, I often find 
myself reflecting on the past four 
years, then subsequently thinking 
about the four that are to follow. As a 
graduating senior, I am in the midst 
of days where free time is spent 
googling job openings, researching 
dream organizations and navigating 
the transition between college and 
the “real world.”

This transition can be overwhelming. 
You doubt your skills as a profession-
al entering the workforce, thinking 
that you are not qualified. You sud-
denly forget everything you learned 
in your classes; you may have a mo-
mentary doubt that you chose the 
right career path. After feeling these 

insecurities, I took a moment to think about everything that has 
prepared me. In short, most of the items on that list are rooted in 
the Chapter and Red Brick.  

Looking back, I am so grateful that my freshman self saw the val-
ue in getting involved in these organizations. PRSSA and Red Brick 
gave me the opportunity to immerse myself in public relations 
and quickly hone my skills in conjunction with what I was learning 
in the classroom. These organizations gave me a network of great 
public relations professionals, alumni and friends. I have held 
various positions within both organizations and was provided 
the opportunity to challenge myself as a leader. I have created 
work for real clients and helped further their missions within the 
community. 

I assure you, I did not write that list as a pat on the back, but 
instead to illustrate what is possible. For the underclassmen 
reading this, I encourage you to get involved, to take advantage of 
every opportunity handed to you, both in and out of PRSSA and 
Red Brick. Jumping in with both feet opens doors down the road 
that you never considered. You do not want to look back twenty 
years later and wish you did more. 

Another point that I find myself considering is the constant ability 
to learn, grow and evolve. We often forget that we do not have to 
have all of the answers the second we accept our diploma. Moving 
closer to graduation and closer to the “real world,” we should 
remember that no one has all the answers—in public relations, 
communications or life. There is always something new to learn. 

To the seniors like myself: you are qualified for that job or grad-
uate school. You are prepared to enter the “real world.” The next 
chapter in our lives, whatever that may be, will continue to chal-
lenge us and provide us with opportunities to learn and grow. 

With four months left in my final semester at Waynesburg Univer-
sity, I plan on continuing to take advantage of everything. I hope 
you will join me. 

Best,

Gabrielle Coy

FROM THE FIRM DIRECTOR’S DESK
Gabrielle Coy 
VP/Firm Director

Gabrielle Coy  is a senior and 
has been the Waynesburg 
University PRSSA VP/Firm 
Director since June 2018. If 
you are interested in the firm, 
or have any questions, email 
Gabrielle at 
coy7702@student.
waynesburg.edu

WAYNESBURG PRSSA PLANNING DODGEBALL FUNDRAISER

Adrian Barnhart 
Secretary

Chapter VP/Firm Director



BRUNI JOINS EXECUTIVE BOARD AS SPECIAL EVENTS COORDINATOR

This semester, the Waynesburg Uni-
versity Public Relations Student So-
ciety of America welcomed freshman 

Mandi Bruni onto the Chapter’s Executive Board. 

Bruni is now serving as special events coordinator and was 
thrilled at the opportunity to become a leader in the Chapter. 
Before joining the Executive Board, she was heavily involved as a 
new Chapter member and an account coordinator for Red Brick 
Communications, upon first arriving on campus in Fall 2018. 
When the opportunity arose for Bruni to apply for special events 
coordinator, Bruni knew she wanted to pursue the position.

“It felt like a good opportunity to stay involved in my Chapter, 
which in turn will help benefit the rest of my time in PRSSA,” said 
Bruni.

As a freshman, Bruni felt her experiences in class and in the 
Chapter thus far have prepared her thus far to take on the role of 
special events coordinator.

“My first semester of my freshman year was spent learning how 
things worked within our Chapter, and since being involved and 
attending numerous events, I felt prepared to step into a more 
challenging role on Executive Board this semester,” said Bruni. 
“Additionally, I’ve become comfortable with deadlines and being 
punctual with tasks, which is very important when considering 
special events planning.”

As special events coordinator, Bruni will assist with the planning 

of many activities 
hosted by the Chapter. 
She is currently rep-
resenting the Chapter 
in the Relay for Life 
initiative with Waynes-
burg University, and 
is also working on the 
Chapter’s upcoming 
PR Week.

Bruni said she was 
excited to learn more 
about event-planning 
and public relations 
through this practical 
role.

“The special events 
coordinator position 
interested me mainly 
because I enjoy seeing a plan or vision unfold into something 
with purpose,” said Bruni. “Planning an event that brings com-
munities together to inspire action is one of my favorite parts of 
public relations.”

As she begins her term on Executive Board, Bruni hopes to contin-
ue learning and growing as a public relations student and looks 
forward to learning from fellow Executive Board members to best 
fulfill her role.

Nicole Tobias 
Chapter President

Photo courtesy of  Mandi Bruni



The Waynesburg University 
Public Relations Student 
Society of America is an 

award-winning Chapter known throughout the Pittsburgh area. 
The Chapter offers a lot of advantages, including potential 
internship opportunities and chances to build connections with 
public relations professionals. Both experience gained in the 
classroom and through PRSSA activities are essential to becom-
ing a better professional in the field.

With this elevator pitch in mind, Professional Development 
Coordinator Ty McEliece is trying to find new ways to reach out 
to students outside of Waynesburg University PRSSA, with the 
goal of strengthening and growing the Chapter. According to 
McEliece, recruiting is important to the Chapter because it will 
help bring in more members and increase diversity. 

“We are looking to branch out to and recruit different majors to 
just to keep things fresh and provide different views on things,” 
said McEliece. “It could also benefit us in just getting another 
skillset that is similar to ours but not entirely the same.”

With the Waynesburg PRSSA branching out to find new mem-
bers, McEliece has used a variety of strategies to promote the 
Chapter.

“I’m simply talking to students outside of the Department trying 

to get more non-public 
relations majors to join 
PRSSA,” said McEliece. 
“I’ve shown a presen-
tation to the Intro to 
Public Relations class 
and then brought it up 
in my sales manage-
ment class to try and 
get more marketing 
majors.”

These are all tactics 
that can be used to fur-
ther the program and 
uphold the Chapter’s 
standards of being one 
of the most well-round-
ed programs in the 
Pittsburgh area, McEliece said. McEliece said recruiting new 
faces will better the Chapter because it will increase different 
opinions through the addition of students with different back-
grounds. 

“A student could be a sports broadcasting major with a public 
relations minor or even a business major,” said McEliece. “It will 
allow us to expand to different people.”

In the public relations field, 
writing is one of the most im-
portant skills to have. While 
not everyone has perfect 

writing, there are always steps you can take to improve. 

Practice.

If you struggle with writing, the best thing to do is practice. 
Look for opportunities to write blogs, news releases and other 
pieces. The things you create don’t need to be published, but 
the experience will help you improve. 

Read.

Reading has been proven to improve writing skills. It will help 
you increase your vocabulary and better understand imagery 
and detail, figurative language and sentence structure. 

Outline your ideas.

It is never a bad idea to have a plan before you write. Not only 

will it help with that pesky writer’s block, but it will also help 
keep your writing organized. Having your thoughts and ideas 
already in an outline can allow you to be more efficient when 
writing, which means more time to edit and perfect the piece 
you put together. 

Find someone that can write with you.

You don’t have to both be working on the same piece, or even 
similar pieces. A partner is simply good to have around if there 
are questions you have on how to construct a sentence or 
choose the right word. Writing around classmates and friends 
can also give you someone to talk to when you’re struggling or 
stressed about the piece you’re writing.

Edit it yourself, then pass it along.

Don’t go easy on yourself when it comes to editing. Mark every 
mistake you see, reading and re-reading multiple times. Then, 
pass your work off to someone who can mark it up more. This 
is just good practice to make sure that you aren’t missing any 
errors. 

Ty McEliece 
Professional Development 
Coordinator

5 TIPS TO IMPROVE YOUR WRITING SKILLS

Chad Walker 
Treasurer

CHAPTER AIMS TO BOOST MEMBER RECRUITMENT

W H A T  W E ' V E  D O N E

2 0 1 3 - 2 0 1 8 Star Chapter Status

2 0 1 6 - 2 0 1 9

2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 9

National Affiliation for
Red Brick
Communications

Dr. F.H. Teahan 
Outstanding Chapter 
Newsletter Award

2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8

PRSA Pittsburgh's
Chapter of the Year
Award

Host of PRSSA National
Publications

2 0 1 5

M E M B E R  A C H I E V E M E N T S

2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8 Natalie Gloady 
National Committee 
Publications Editor in 
Chief

2 0 1 7

2 0 1 6

Amanda Troncone 
National Assembly Day 
of Competition Winner

2 0 1 5 Megan Bayles 
National Gold Key Award 
National President 
Citation Award

2 0 1 5

W H O  W E  A R E

Chartered in 2010, the Waynesburg
University Chapter of the Public Relations
Student Society of America strives to
prepare members for their future
profession through experience, opportunity
and achievement. We aim to enhance
members' knowledge of public relations
and provide access to professional
development activities.  

C O N T A C T  U S  

wuprssa@student.waynesburg.edu 
wuprssa.wordpress.com 
www.wuprssa.com 

W H E R E  W E ' V E  B E E N

@wuprssa

Jordan Mitrik 
National Gold Key Award

Jordan Mitrik 
National Assembly Day 
of Competition Winner



PRSA/PRSSA 
Relationship Month

3 Ways to Love

Plan a visit

Twitter Chats
Use social media to your advantage, to 
connect with your PRSA parent chapter.

Visit your parent chapter for established 
events, or organize your own! Invite PRSA 
members to speak to your Chapter or ask 
for a tour. 

Find a mentor
Connect with a  PRSA member from your 
parent chapter and establish a 
mentor/mentee relationship. Ask 
questions, get coffee, and learn.

February isn’t just for Valentine’s Day. It is also a time for us to 
appreciate our relationships with professionals in PRSA. Here are 
three ways to benefit from the PRSA/PRSSA relationship this month.

Infographic courtesy of Maura Fenske
Illustration courtesty of  Teghan Simonton



Jordan Mitrik, an alum-
nus of the Waynesburg 
University Public Rela-

tions Student Society of America, recently earned 
the honor of being named the 2019 Rising Star by 
PRSA Pittsburgh.

This sought-after award distinguishes public rela-
tions and communications professionals who have 
made significant contributions to the industry. 

Mitrik felt grateful to have his accomplishments, 
including work on AdWeek’s #1 2017 Super Bowl 
commercial, recognized by the Pittsburgh commu-
nity. 

“I’ve had some incredible experiences in my short 
tenure as a public relations professional—from 
working on award-winning campaigns at one of 
the largest independent advertising agencies in 
the U.S. to giving back to the community by serv-
ing on the PRSA Pittsburgh board and mentoring 
students across the region through workshops and 
speaking engagements,” said Mitrik.

Immediately following his 2016 graduation, Mitrik 
began serving on the board of PRSA Pittsburgh, 
under their Communications Committee. In his 
time in the Pittsburgh Chapter, he has had respon-
sibilities ranging from managing web content to 
planning large-scale events. Transferring immedi-
ately from PRSSA to PRSA has offered him a larger 
professional network and more job opportunities, 
said Mitrik.

“I dove in head first and started getting involved,” 
he said. “I love all of the experiences I’ve been 
afforded by being a member of the organization.”

Though the organization has helped Mitrik greatly 
in terms of professional development and career 
opportunities, he said that a large part of his suc-
cess has been due to his own drive and work ethic.

“I recognized early on the value in being a PRSA 
member, but I knew that having member benefits 
like webinars and job postings at my disposal 
wasn’t going to get me far,” Mitrik said. “I had to 

put in the time and effort to see the results I envi-
sioned.”

Mitrik also gives credit to the Waynesburg Univer-
sity Department of Communication for pushing 
him towards success, saying that class projects, 
internships and volunteer work all helped him in 
his future career.

“By providing me these opportunities so early on, 
the university gave me the self-confidence to enter 
the public relations industry,” said Mitrik.

Mitrik now balances serving as the secretary for 
the board of directors within PRSA Pittsburgh with 
his work at Brunner, where he works on content 
strategy and influencer marketing with brands 
such as Bayer. 

During his acceptance speech, Mitrik reflected on 
the organizations and people that have helped 
him achieve his success. 

“I couldn’t walk off the stage without thanking 
God, my parents, my sister, my Brunner team, the 
PRSA Pittsburgh Chapter and the Waynesburg 
University PRSSA Chapter,” said Mitrik.

Mitrik said that Waynesburg University, its PRSSA 
Chapter and his faith have all been instrumental in 
building his career path that resulted in the honor 
of being named the Rising Star.

OPPORTUNITIES

PRSSA National 
Individual Awards
Individual Scholarship 
applications due May 
31, 2019.

Blog Writing
Enhance your writing 
skills and expand your 
portfolio by writing 
for the Chapter 
blog. Contact Public 
Relations Director, 
Teghan Simonton, for 
more information.

Red Brick 
Communications
Become part of 
the Nationally 
Affiliated student-
run firm and prepare 
yourself by providing 
local nonprofit 
organizations with pro 
bono public relations 
work. Contact Vice 
President and Firm 
Director Gabrielle Coy 
for more information.

Contact Teghan Simonton by emailing 
sim6628@student.waynesburg.edu 
if you would like to write for Trending 
Topics!

Connect With  Us! @wuprssa
wuprssa.com 
facebook.com/wuprssa 
wuprssa.wordpress.com
www.redbrick1849.com

Grace Hutchison 
Historian

PRSSA ALUMNUS WINS RISING STAR AWARD

Photo courtesy of  Nicole Tobias



One of the Waynesburg University Public 
Relations Student Society of America’s 
most defining characteristics is its annual 

Public Relations Week, set this year for March 18-22.

Nicole Tobias, Chapter president, is also the head coordinator in 
preparing for the week-long series of events. Tobias believes that 
the event is a huge benefit to both the Chapter and the Waynes-
burg University Department of Communication as a whole.

“Public Relations Week is a huge deal because no other PRSSA 
Chapter does this, and that truly shows how dedicated our Depart-
ment and the public relations students are to the public relations 
field,” said Tobias.

Tobias’s role in planning the event includes reaching out to speak-
ers, organizing room availability and selecting the theme.
The proposed theme for this year’s event is “Pittsburgh Proud,” 
and the presenters all are speaking on the city from the public 
relations perspective.

“I was really interested in this theme because Pittsburgh is quickly 
becoming even more relevant to the rest of the world, and there 
are so many incredible opportunities, places and people within 
the city, and I really wanted to just celebrate the city,” said Tobias.

The theme is localized to the Southwestern Pennsylvania area, 
which is a change from previous years that featured perspectives 
from a specific realm in the public relations industry. The theme, 
said Tobias, isn’t the only new update happening to this year’s 
event.

“I plan to primarily have speakers we have never had before and 
change some of the usual sessions around to newer ideas,” said 
Tobias.

One of the goals of the event is to broaden the potential audience 
from just public relations or even communications majors to stu-
dents in various academic departments throughout campus.

“There are two sessions we are looking into having that would 
involve the entertainment industry as well as the criminal justice 
realm, so I think the celebrity and prominence of those sessions 
will really intrigue students on campus and get them to come out,” 
said Tobias.

Tobias is currently taking a special events class, which allows her 
to bring her planning into the classroom. Tobias appreciates the 
added help in orchestrating the event from the fine details to the 
big picture. 

“Planning for a week-long event is definitely daunting, but I am 
totally up for the challenge,” said Tobias. “When you are truly 
invested and dedicated, it eases the weight of it a bit, because you 
want to get it just right and execute your vision as accurately as 
possible.”

With the public relations week occurring in less than a month and 
the intensity of planning increasing, Tobias remains focused on 
the event’s final goal.

“I hope attendees just enjoy themselves and the sessions that 
week, and hopefully grow as a professional from these sessions,” 
said Tobias. “I am also hoping everyone sits back and realizes that 
Pittsburgh is really such a great city.”

PLANNING FOR ‘PR WEEK’ IN FULL SWING

Grace Hutchison 
Historian

KEYNOTE ADDRESS: 
STEVE RADICK

PITTSBURGH CULTURAL 
TRUST

NETWORKING LUNCH

TREE OF LIFE SYNOGOGUE 
PANEL

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 
PANEL

STATE OF THE CHAPTER 
ADDRESS

PR WEEK PROGRAMS 
WILL INCLUDE...




