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During this 
time of year, 
we see many 

things begin to flourish. We see it in the 
budding flowers of springtime, and we 
see it in the students on our school’s 
campus. For returning students, it is an-
ticipating a much-needed summer break 
and planning for the following academic 
year. For seniors, it is graduating and 
moving forward in their lives, beginning 
new careers. 

Our Chapter has flourished significantly 
this entire year. We were recognized for the 
sixth consecutive year as a Star Chapter 
with PRSSA National. We also received 
PRSA Pittsburgh’s PRSSA Chapter of the 
Year award for the third consecutive year. 
Some other large accomplishments for 
the Chapter include hosting our first ever 
Public Relations Day high school initiative 

program, the eighth annual PR Week, themed “Pittsburgh PRoud,” 
and our first ever Dodgeball Tournament fundraiser.

The past school year is something that the entire Chapter can re-
flect on and be proud of. I am so grateful for everyone’s hard work 

and dedication to making this year another successful one. There 
is also so much for the Chapter to look forward to next year, as we 
have numerous plans to be involved with PRSSA National and to 
escalate our efforts with recruiting and high school initiatives.

In my final remarks for the 2018-19 school year, I would like to 
share a quote from Former Governor of Arizona, Janet Napolitano: 
“You don’t go to university so you can punch a clock. You go to 
university so you can be in a position to make a difference.”

To the returning Chapter members, keep looking for ways to make 
an incredible impact through the work that you do and within the 
relationships you build during your time at Waynesburg Univer-
sity. To the Seniors, thank you for making a difference within the 
Chapter and for your leadership. We all look forward to seeing 
you embark on your journey as public relations practitioners and 
watching you make a difference in this world. 

Nicole Tobias

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Nicole Tobias is a public 
relations major and has 
been the Waynesburg 
University PRSSA President 
since June 2018. If you are 
interested in the Chapter or 
have any questions, email 
Nicole at 
tob0917@student.
waynesburg.edu

Nicole Tobias
Chapter President

Chapter President

Why should you attend the 2019 
PRSSA International Conference?

San Diego, California

You can...
Advance your career

Expand your networkExplore a new city

Make new friends Learn from industry leaders

Infographic courtesy of  Gabrielle Coy



Each year, the Public Relations Student 
Society of America hosts National Assem-
bly, a massive gathering of delegates from 
campus chapters across the country. At 

this event, delegates have the opportunity to vote on regulations 
and bylaws for the national society, as well as elect the next year’s 
National Committee members.

This year, Waynesburg University PRSSA sent two students to attend 
National Assembly in Seattle, Washington: Chapter President Nicole 
Tobias and Vice President and Firm Director Gabrielle Coy.

Tobias said attending National Assembly was incredibly exciting, as 
she got up to date on several major changes coming to the society 
very soon. She was thrilled to be a part of the process.

“You would think voting on new committee members and bylaws 
would be boring, but it was actually so interesting to hear every 
detail and see what the future of PRSSA National was going to look 
like,” said Tobias. “The biggest changes that came during this pro-
cess was the discontinuation of the PRSSA National Newspaper, FO-
RUM, the merging of Publications Editor in Chif and Vice President of 
External Affairs to creat the Vice President of Brand Engagement and 
the creation of the Vice Presidnt of Diversity and Inclusion Position.”

With such groundbreaking, important changes being made, Tobias 
said it is imperative for Waynesburg University PRSSA members to 
take part in the conversation. Participation can open doors, she 
said.

“It is very important for Chapter members to get involved with 
the society on a national level, because each experience you have 
nationally only further develops who you are as an aspiring practi-
tioner, and many opportunities can arise from your involvement,” 

Tobias said.

Tobias said National Assembly is a chance for Chapter members to 
expand their horizons, thinking beyond and expanding their strong 
Pittsburgh network.

“Coming from a small school, it may seem like you’re going to be 
just another fish in one of the biggest ponds around,” she said. “But 
it all comes down to how you put yourself out there, how involved 
you are and if you are willing to put the effort in.”

Tobias said expanding her network was the most rewarding aspect 
of her National Assembly experience. 

“My favorite part of National Assembly is just getting to network 
with everyone in attendance,” she said. “Because Assembly is a 
smaller event, it was much easier to engage with others you do not 
know, and I made a lot of new friends. It is also a great time to be 
with those you already have a relationship with and just strengthen-
ing your relationship with them.”

Teghan Simonton 
Public Relations 
Dirctor

WAYNESBURG PRSSA ATTENDS NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
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CHAPTER MEMBER PLANS SCHOLARSHIP COMPETITION

Grace Hutchison, historian of Waynes-
burg University Public Relations 
Student Society of America, planned 
a special event this month which ben-

efited the Chapter and the entire Department of Communication: 
the annual scholarship competition for high school seniors.

Hutchison said she planned the event as part of the department’s 
Special Events Planning course. She worked closely with Richard 
Krause, chair of the Department of Communication and faculty 
advisor for Waynesburg PRSSA, to arrange the day’s agenda and 
promote the event to prospective competitors.

“I reached out to basically all accepted students who have indi-
cated they will major in communication next year,” Hutchison 
said. “I also planned the schedule for the day, reserved parking, 
coordinated with volunteers and all the other logistics.”

The competition, which awards a $10,000 scholarship to the win-
ning student, has become a tradition in the Department of Com-

munication, and a critical recruiting opportunity, Hutchison said. 
Taking place in mid- to late-spring, the event will usually “seal 
the deal” for high school students who still haven’t enrolled.

“The scholarship competition is so important for recruiting within 
the department, and PRSSA by extension,” Hutchison said. “It’s 
a chance for us to interact one-on-one with high school students 
and really show them the benefits of attending Waynesburg.”

Hutchison said she was pleased with how the event went this 
year, and was grateful for the event-planning experience. She 
received positive feedback from the participants and thought the 
volunteers represented Waynesburg well.

“Planning this event was very chaotic and stressful, but also 
incredibly rewarding,” Hutchison said. “I’m very happy with the 
turn-out and how each session was handled. I’m also eternally 
grateful to all of the volunteers and our great pool of participants, 
this year.”

Teghan Simonton
Public Relations 
Director



These 
past few 
weeks 

have been full of lasts - my last class-
es at Waynesburg University, writing 
my last paper and most recently, my 
last Waynesburg University Public 
Relations Student Society of America 
general body meeting and my last 
Red Brick Communications meeting. 

PRSSA meetings and Red Brick Com-
munications meetings have been a 
regular and constant  part of my life 
for four years. Now that I am official-
ly done, and the Vice President/Firm 
Director torch has been passed, I am 
finally realizing how quickly time has 
flown by, and how much I will miss it. 

Looking back on my time here, I 
could describe my four years as cha-
otic, busy, stressful or any other syn-

onym along those lines. As I start to pack up my room in Pollock 
Hall for the last time, the only word I can think of is ‘grateful.’ 

I am grateful for Waynesburg University.

I am grateful for the community that exists here, for the friends I 
have made and the faculty and staff who guide us to become the 
best versions of ourselves. At Waynesburg, I found my passions, 
and found friends who share them. I have learned the importance 
of service and I have grown in my faith. Simply put, at Waynes-
burg I have grown. 

I am grateful for PRSSA.

PRSSA has opened so many doors for me, it is almost impossible 
to name them all. This organization that I’ve devoted time to has 

pushed me, challenged me and helped me grow as a professional. 
Because of this organization, I have met and worked with some 
amazing people. I have had the opportunity to serve on two 
executive boards and lead the firm. I have had the opportunity to 
travel across the country and represent Waynesburg University. It 
has been an honor.

I am grateful for the firm and our clients.

The firm has provided me with some of the best professional 
experiences. Without our clients trusting us to tell their orga-
nization’s stories, I would not feel as confident in my abilities 
as I prepare to leave. Because of the firm and our clients, our 
members get real-world experience that extends further than the 
classroom.

I am grateful for my Waynesburg University PRSSA family.

These amazing people, who have also devoted countless hours 
to furthering this organization, are some of the most hardwork-
ing, creative people I have ever met. Because of them, and their 
commitment to PRSSA, we have accomplished great things for 
the Chapter and the firm. Without all of you, my time in PRSSA 
would just be a bullet point on a résumé that I couldn’t speak to. 
Because of you, it is so much more. Long after I leave, Waynesburg 
University PRSSA will continue growing and evolving and I cannot 
wait to see what these amazing people come up with next.

Thank you all for making my four years at Waynesburg something 
to be grateful for. 

Gabrielle Coy

FROM THE FIRM DIRECTOR’S DESK
Gabrielle Coy
VP/Firm Director

Gabrielle Coy  is a senior and 
has been the Waynesburg 
University PRSSA VP/Firm 
Director since June 2018. If 
you are interested in the firm, 
or have any questions, email 
Gabrielle at 
coy7702@student.
waynesburg.edu

Chapter VP/Firm Director

Have a great 
summer!



Waynesburg University Public Relations 
Student Society of America attended 
West Virginia University’s PRSSA regional 
conference “Wired and Wonderful” March 

29-30.

For many Chapter members, this was their first time attending a 
regional conference. 

“This was my first time attending a WVU Regional Conference, or 
any conference really for that matter,” said Secretary Adrian Bar-
hart. “For a first experience, it was really great and definitely made 
me eager to go to more events like this.”

The “Wired and Won-
derful” event focused 
on digital storytelling. 
Topics included t 
utilizing IMC to reach 
audiences across the 
globe, augmented 
reality and virtual re-
ality. The entire event 
pushed public rela-
tions practitioners to 
work beyond typical 
media to disseminate 
their messages.

“My favorite session was the leadership summit with speakers Erick 
Winkfield and Dr. Diana Martinelli,” said Barnhart. “As we grow into 
executive roles in the Chapter, it requires us to be skilled in leader-

ship. The speakers were excellent in addressing how to motivate, 
engage and collaborate with others in a team. The thing I left the 
conference knowing more about however, was augmented reality 
and virtual reality. We do not really learn about this in class or how 
to apply it to our field, so it was really neat to attend this session.”

With so many speakers from diverse backgrounds, one of the key 
takeaways from this conference included a deeper understanding 
of differing levels of public relations. Additionally, keynote speaker 
Alex McPherson explained the difference between an insight and 
fact when dealing with web analytics.

Overall, the Chapter learned digital storytelling methods told from 
successful digital programs, networked with digital leaders with ex-
citing public relations careers and gained experience with emerging 
digital technology. Barnhart said it was enticing to see that mem-
bers of PRSSA have so many options after they graduate.

WAYNESBURG PRSSA ATTENDS ‘WILD & WONDERFUL’  CONFERENCE

Mandi Bruni
Special Events 
Coordinator
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CHAPTER HOSTS DODGEBALL TOURNAMENT FUNDRAISER
Eager to branch out 
from their typical fund-
raisers, Waynesburg 

University Public Relations Student Society of 
America hosted their first ever dodgeball tourna-
ment fundraiser April 25.

Participants created teams of at least seven 
members and paid a small fee for playing. Tanner 
McKnight, fundraising coordinator, said the event 
took many months to plan and has gone through 
many changes. 

The hard work was all worth it though, he said. 

“I though it turned out great,” he said. “We got 
to tell people about the Chapter, and we got to raise money for our 
travel fund”. 

Three teams were in attendance: the PRSS-A-Team, the Average 

Joes, and the Randoms—a team 
made up of participants who 
saw the flyer and joined in as a 
last-minute decision. The teams 
competed in a round robin tour-
nament, so each team was able to 
meet with one other and play at 
least three games. In the end, the 
Average Joes came out on top, 
but good sportsman like conduct 
was demonstrated by each and 
every player.

The Chapter was satisfied with 
the turn out, considering this 
was the first time the event 

has ever been hosted. McKnight is already planning next year’s 
tournament. He is also working on other plans for fundraising and 
sponsorships and hopes Chapter members will be enthusiastic 
about the ideas.

Adrian Barnhart
Secretary
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Taking over a new role is 
stressful and has its ups and 
downs. As the academic year 
approaches its end, new posi-

tions open up in the Executive Board. For a new person stepping 
in, the transition can be nerve-wracking. These tips should allow 
you to make the ride less bumpy and give you a chance to grow 
into your role as you transition next year.

Ask questions.

If you’re not sure about something, ask the position-holder now. 
This will give you the chance to understand their process and 
responsibilities, looking for new ways to improve the role. Asking 
questions will also allow you to observe all the working parts and 
see where you want to make your impact felt. 

Discuss your goals.

Take a moment to consider your vision for your new role. Write 

down some goals and objectives, and share them with your 
predecessor or with the Chapter President. This action will help 
you define a plan for next semester, focusing your activities and 
holding yourself accountable.

Shadow your predecessor.

Ask your predecessor member if you can shadow them for a day. 
Sit in on meetings and take note of what questions are being 
asked and how problems are solved. Shadowing will provide you 
with insight to what your days are going to be like next year. This 
way, you won’t walk into the position blindly.

Stay positive.

Every new role comes with challenges and failures. Don’t fret 
when these come up and don’t get down on yourself. Look at 
challenges as opportunities for growth. If you can stay positive 
as a Chapter leader or Executive Board member, others will take 
notice and follow suit. 

Ty McEliece
Professional Development 
Coordinator

4 WAYS TO PREPARE FOR A LEADERSHIP ROLE

YEAR IN REVIEW: HIGH SCHOOL INITIATIVE

High school initiative is an 
outreach program, where the 
Waynesburg University PRSSA 

chapter pick gathers a team of members and visits a high school 
for recruitment purposes. This initiative was originated by for-
mer chapter member Amanda Troncone, who organized Public 
Relations Day in the fall of 2018. Troncone graduated in Decem-
ber and handed the role of high school initiative coordinator to 
Ty McEliece, professional development coordinator.

McEliece had the opportunity to help with Public Relations Day 
and go to one outreach this year. The team recently travelled to 
Waynesburg Central High School and presented on the benefits 
of PRSSA to the business club. He plans on organizing similar 
events next year.

“Unfortunately, we were able to only go to one school,” said 
McEliece. “The plan for next year is to hopefully bring in some 
more schools for Public Relations Day while also traveling to 
visit a couple between the fall and spring semesters.”

With the help from President Nicole Tobias, changes were made 
to the PowerPoint presentation that is given at the different 
high schools. They changed the focus from what the field of 
public relations is to PRSSA and what it has to offer. 

The high school initiative provides a way for chapter members 
to connect with incoming students. 

“The new role has allowed me to try and plan ahead and recruit 
schools,” said McEliece. “It gives me a chance to possibly meet 
some high school students who could be considering Waynes-

burg for 
college and 
this in turn 
gives them a 
familiar face 
on campus 
when they do 
visit.”

McEliece 
will spend 
the summer 
planning for 
next school 
year. He has 
some hefty 
goals, like 
going to at least five schools and having some already planned 
for when chapter members return in the fall. 

“I want to try and have a couple high school initiative visits 
planned out before the school year begins, said McEliece. This 
will allow us to have a set schedule that we can work around 
and will help with working the high schools schedule. I’d also 
like to try and visit around five schools next year so they can get 
a feel for us and we can build a rapport with them and hopefully 
visit them in the future as well.”

Next year, McEliece said he plans like to grow the outreach into 
something of unprecedented success. Though some changes 
have been made to the initiative, the key goal of recruitment 
stays the same. 

Tanner McKnight 
Fundraising Coordinator

Photo courtesy of the Chapter



wired &
PRSSA Regional Conference

wonderful
Highlights

Students participated in a workshop 
focused on augmented and 
virtual reality, taught by Bree McCullough,
Multimedia Specialist at SSPC: The Society
for Protective Coatings. 

Creating AR and VR Content:
Tips, Tricks and Tactics

Day-of-
Competition
Attendees worked in
teams that competed
against each other 
to form the most
effective 
communication 
plan for the given
situation. All teams
presented their plans
the next day.

Post-Graduation Pros Panel

Waynesburg University PRSSA Alumnus 
Jordan Mitrik served on a panel and shared
his advice on navigating the post-graduation
world. 

Infographic courtesy of  Olivia Kelley



Each year, the 
Waynesburg Univer-
sity Public Relations 

Student Society of America Chapter hosts a table 
at the university’s Mini Relay for Life event. This 10-
hour event includes music provided by the campus 
radio station, WCYJ-FM, a wide variety of food 
and entertainment and a lot of walking. It rallies 
together students and community members alike 
to fight one common enemy: cancer. 

Due to inclement weather, this year’s Relay for 
Life was held indoors. However, a few rain clouds 
couldn’t get in the way of a campus determined to 
eradicate cancer. One of the students who re-
mained unphased by the change in plans, and who 
played a key role in the Waynesburg University 
PRSSA’s involvement, was Special Events Coor-
dinator Mandi Bruni. Bruni contributed her skills 
mainly to the area of promotion for the event.

“My planning for Waynesburg’s Relay for Life event 
involved a lot of work that I was already familiar 
with, such as creating graphic design logos and 
gaining awareness through posting about the 
Waynesburg University PRSSA’s donation page on 
our social media,” said Bruni. 

Bruni also created and prepared the Chapter’s 
fundraising table for the event. At this table, Chap-
ter members took shifts of selling bottles of water 
to walkers with the goal of raising money to fund 
research of the Chapter’s designated cancer for the 
event.

“Our Chapter represented Osteosarcoma, which is 
a type of bone cancer,” said Bruni. 
“We wore yellow on the day of Relay for Life to 
honor those who fought this battle and the individ-
uals and their families who are still fighting.”   
The Chapter participates in this event every year, 
seeing it as an important way of giving back to the 
community and those more directly impacted by 
cancer.

“The value that comes from participating in 
an event as special as Relay for Life is that our 
Chapter is exercising its philanthropic values,” said 
Bruni. “Being a part of such a large organization 
that’s main objective is to bring relief to commu-
nities is something I think our Chapter collectively 
takes pride in.”
The Chapter raised both money and awareness 
for this cause through its participation and Bruni 
declared the event a great success. Bruni said the 
most rewarding aspect of the day was the sincere 
way in which all participants approached and 
carried out the event. 

“Everyone who attended Relay was dedicated to 
helping our community fight cancer,” said Bruni. 
“From team members to volunteers, everybody 
illustrated why they relay in order to remember 
those we’ve lost, help those affected today, and 
have a fun time raising money and awareness for 
a cure.”

OPPORTUNITIES

Blog Writing
Enhance your writing 
skills and expand your 
portfolio by writing 
for the Chapter 
blog. Contact Public 
Relations Director, 
Natalie Gloady, for 
more information.

Red Brick 
Communications
Become part of 
the Nationally 
Affiliated student-
run firm and prepare 
yourself by providing 
local nonprofit 
organizations with pro 
bono public relations 
work. Contact Vice 
President and Firm 
Director,Gabrielle Coy, 
for more information.

Contact Teghan Simonton by emailing 
sim6628@student.waynesburg.edu 
if you would like to write for Trending 
Topics!

Connect With  Us! @wuprssa
wuprssa.com 
facebook.com/wuprssa 
wuprssa.wordpress.com
www.redbrick1849.com

Olivia Kelley
Content Coordinator

CHAPTER PARTICIPATES IN RELAY FOR LIFE 
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Natalie Gloady, a 2017 alumna of 
Waynesburg University’s Public 
Relations Student Society of America 

chapter, is currently working as a digital marketing strategist 
for the Observer-Reporter newspaper.

Her role at the paper includes responsibilities of search 
engine marketing, targeted display advertising, social media 
management, website design and reputation manage-
ment. Gloady said her time at Waynesburg University, and 
her co-curricular involvement in activities like Waynesburg 
University PRSSA, helped prepare her for the expectations of 
her workplace.

During her time in the Chapter, Gloady acted as the Social 
Media Coordinator and later as Public Relations Director, 
where she earned the chapter the Teahan award for best 
newsletter.

“I am very grateful and credit much of the success that I 
have had to the experiences and opportunities provided to 
me through PRSSA,” Gloady said.

Gloady was also an active member of the university’s stu-
dent-run public relations firm, Red Brick Communications, 
where she worked as an account executive and assistant 
firm director. 

“Working with the Chapter’s 
publications and learning 
how to serve clients through 
Red Brick Communications 
gave me the confidence and 
experience needed for the role 
that I am currently serving in,” 
Gloady said.

Gloady said that Waynesburg’s liberal arts education has 
benefitted her in the field and gave her a better understand-
ing of the various types of public relations and the work that 
they do.

“Being required to take classes outside of the public rela-
tions realm such as design, journalism and electronic media, 
has always given me an edge in the workplace that not 
many other students or graduates throughout the country 
have had access to,” Gloady said.

Gloady recently earned a certification within Google Ads, 
and her future goals include becoming accredited within 
public relations. She also hopes to be able to give back to 

the Chap-
ter that 
helped 
achieve 
such suc-
cess.

“I am very 
blessed to 
have had 
amazing 
experienc-
es, and 
built even 
better 
friend-
ships, in 
both PRSSA 
and the 
workplace,” Gloady said.

Gloady recommends that current students act like a sponge 
when learning knowledge about their field, and be willing to 
take on the extra work to improve their skills within public 
relations and build a personal portfolio. Though she be-
lieves the advice is cliché, she said it is the best advice and 
attitude a young professional can have.

“Take advantage of every opportunity presented to you,” 
she said. “Volunteer for each event, offer to write that extra 
Chapter or Progressions blog, attend the PRSA events, just 
get involved.”

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: NATALIE GLOADY

Grace Hutchison
Historian

“TAKE 
ADVANTAGE 
OF EVERY 
OPPORTUNITY 
PRESENTED TO 
YOU.”

Photos courtesy of  Maura Fenske




