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Formal PRSSA laison to speak in PR Week

PRSSA to hold mini-Bateman Competition

PRSSA members attend mission trip

A very special guest will be 
in attendance of Waynesburg 
University PRSSA’s fourth annual 
Public Relations Week. 

Geri Evans, APR, CEO and President 
of the Evans PR Group, will be the 
keynote speaker of PR Week 2014. 

Evans is the founder of Evans PR 
Group. She created the firm in 
order to at last obtain the position 
of President of an organization, a 
dream she had always carried with 
her. 

“I started my own firm because the 
highest position I had ever gotten 
was Vice President, and I had always 
dreamed of becoming President,” 
said Evans. 

Evans PR Group offers presentation 
coaching to clients.

“I work with corporations and 
nonprofits to improve interviewing 
skills, and ways of presenting and 
positioning yourself with impact in 
the business world,” said Evans.

Prior to creating her own firm, Evans 

served as a member of the PRSA 
National Board.

During her three year term, she 
served as the liaison to PRSSA. 

“My natural inclination to share 
and mentor and to give was really 
fulfilled and enhanced in being 
liaison to PRSSA,” said Evans. 

Though Evans has worn many 
hats in her lifetime, she has always 
considered herself primarily a 
teacher. 

The Waynesburg chapter of The 
Public Relations Student Society 
of America (PRSSA) is currently 
working diligently on preparing 
for our own version of PRSSA’s 
national case study contest, the 
Bateman Competition.

This year’s campaign is “to help 
raise attendance and create more 
awareness about various sporting 
events held in Waynesburg.” 
The five teams working on the 

campaign are made up of five 
members each. Each team has at 
least one student that has prior 
experience in the public relations 
field. 

The competition date is set to 
take place during Public Relations 
week on campus April 9, 2014. 

The competition we will do in 
Waynesburg is on a smaller 
scale of how the actual 

Bateman Competition works 
on the national level. Still, the 
competition gives our students 
the opportunity to use the 
valuable skills learned in the 
Department of Communication 
so far as well as gives a hands on 
experience. 

“The Bateman competition is a 
way for our chapter to practice 
what we are learning on a real 
life situation. We have adapted 

Over the 2013-2014 winter 
break, the Department of 
Communication hosted a mission 
trip on the small island of Bonaire, 
which is located near the island 
of Aruba. 

The volunteers spent eight days 
helping Trans World Radio, a 
global Christian radio station, 
paint their office area, weed and 
perform other small maintenance 
jobs, as well as create a volunteer 

handbook to help future 
volunteers. Abby Pittinaro, one of 
the communication students who 
went on the mission trip, said that 
she did not know what to expect. 

This was her first mission trip, 
as well as her first time out of 
the country. During the trip, 
she witnessed the hospitality, 
kindness and the total 
appreciation that the people of 
Bonaire displayed towards her 

and the other volunteers. She 
also learned to appreciate first 
handedly what the U.S. has to 
offer compared to that of Bonaire. 

With the U.S. having 24-7 hour 
supermarkets open for people to 
buy whatever they may want, the 
people of Bonaire have to wait 
months for cargo ships to bring 
them the supplies and materials 
that they need.        
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She is a participate of the PRSSA chapter here 
at Waynesburg and has done many wonderful 
things for the chapter. As a member of the 
PRSSA firm, Michelle took it upon herself to 
create a website for the Green County Food 
Security Partnership. She began this project 
last spring and has been successfully working 
on it ever since. 

Due to Michelle’s hard and strategic work in 
the chapter, she was elected by her fellow 
peers in PRSSA as sectary. Michelle assumed 
her role the beginning of the second semester. 

Other than being an active member of the 
PRSSA chapter , Michelle shines in extra 
circular endeavors such as AIGA student group 
where she takes on the role of treasure/scribe. 
She is also a member of other clubs such as 
SPJ, Psych club, and peer education.

“I hope that PRSSA can get its members more 
involved, and I’m excited for all the upcoming 
events,” said Dunseath.

Chartered in 2010, the Waynesburg  University  CHapter of the Public  Relations 
Student Society of america Strives to  Prepare  Members  for  their  Future 
Profession through  Experience,  Opportunity and Achievement.

Graham was actively involved with PRSSA 
during his time here, and had the privilege 
to see the public relations program change 
and grow dramatically. The change started 
during his sophomore year at Waynesburg, 
when we became an official PRSSA chapter. He 
then became the Professional Development 
Coordinator. 

In August 2013, Graham was offered a job for 
Honda in Marysville, Ohio in their Corporate 
and Technical Communications department, 
with co-op position. Then this February 
Graham received another job offer from Eriez 
Magnetics, which is located in Erie, Pa.

Graham is someone who many students 
can look up to and learn from. Through his 
hard-work, passion, and drive for the public 
relations industry. Mitchell Graham proves that 
success can come from anywhere, even from a 
small university in Waynesburg, Pa.

Continue reading on pg. 2



Abby’s favorite part of the mission 
trip was visiting the salt flats, 
where the production of making 
sea salt occurs. This is one of 
Bonaire’s major sources of income 
besides tourism. 

She loved the island from the flat 
north to the hilly south. Abby said 

that she would go on another 
mission trip but she would love to 
go back to Bonaire. If she cannot 
make it back to Bonaire, she would 
want to help the people she met 
there by sending packages to them 
since purchasing materials on the 
island can become very expensive. 

Overall, she had a “super good” 
experience and would do it again 
in a heartbeat. 

Our PRSSA chapter is very involved 
with activities. Members are always 
pleased to know that there are so 
many opportunities to become 
involved and active. 

To reward members for their hard 
work, our chapter gives points 
to those who attend meetings, 
professional development 
workshops, and other 
involvements. 

The three dues paying members 
with the highest amount of points 
this semester are Molly Winters, 
Brittany Semco, and Abby Pittinaro. 
All three girls are active members 
of the chapter and work hard to 
attend activities and networking 
experiences. These three have 
attended both annual PRSA 
Renaissance Awards, firm meetings, 
general body meetings, and PRSSA 
socials. 

Thus, counting their points at 25 
points each. On top of class work 
and PRSSA involvements, these 
girls are involved with PRSSA 
executive board, making them very 
hard workers! 

From the President's Desk

Points System Update

“Mission Trip”

Let the countdown to spring break 
commence! If you haven’t done so 
already, it’s time to crack open your 
textbooks and start preparing for 
exams. Although no one likes to 
talk about midterms, it does mean 
spring is quickly approaching!

There have been a lot of good 
changes in our chapter. The 
newest feature is the socials that 
happen once a month. During this 
time members of our chapter get 

together to talk about PR related 
things and do a fun activity. Our 
first social went off without a 
hitch and I am proud to say that 
16 chapter members came out to 
the Beehive to make “Valentine’s 
for Vets.” I want to make sure that 
our chapter gives back to the 
community, considering so many 
people help us grow and move 
forward in our future careers.

PR Week is officially underway! We 
have a lot of movers and shakers 
preparing for our fourth annual PR 
Week. We have adopted the saying 
that Professor Krause always tells 
us: “If the next year isn’t better than 
the last, then nothing is getting 
better and everything is staying 
the same.” We are expanding the 
four-day festivities to five days, 

ending with a closing on Friday 
morning to wrap up the week. We 
have some big names joining us 
this year such as Geri Evans, APR 
from PRSSA National Board. I am 
so excited for this year’s event and 
how much our chapter has grown 
since last year.

There are always ways to get 
involved! Planning an event takes a 
lot of time and dedication, so take 
some time to help with PR Week. 
You can also generate ideas for 
the High School Initiative and of 
course, meet with your Bateman 
Competition group. There is always 
something to get into. I am looking 
forward to the weeks to come.

“My approach to PR has always 
been to teach and share 
inspiration and skills and ways to 
be impactful,” said Evans. “Because 
that is what I think teachers do.”

Evans’ husband served in the air 
force which required her and her 
family to move several times. 
However, everywhere they lived, 
Evans taught communications, 
rhetoric, English, and writing 
among other subjects in several 
colleges and universities.  

Upon her husband’s retirement, 
Evans and her family moved to 
Longwood, Florida. It was then 
that Evans began her career in 
corporate public relations. 

Evans has worked in hospitality 

and health care as well as other in 
other locations. 

While she has been quite 
successful in her career in public 
relations, she would like to impress 
upon others that she is just 
another human. 

“I am a mom and a grandmother,” 
said Evans. “I love sports and I love 
to watch football. I play tennis, I 
swim, I golf and I travel. I am also 
and an amateur radio operator. I 
believe in balance.”

During her visit to Waynesburg 
University, Evans would like to 
embolden students. 

“I want encourage students 
to be bold,” said Evans. “Take 
on leadership in PRSSA. It may 

be hard but really take on the 
challenge. If you can’t write, take a 
class. Be intentional with the shots 
you are given.”

Evans would also like to share 
insight into to the evolving role of 
public relations. 

“The field of PR is so exciting and 
necessary,” said Evans. It‘s not just 
being at the table anymore, it’s 
influencing content at the table 
to enrich our lives. PR won’t just 
be a soft skill; it will become a 
necessary skill.”

Evans will be on campus from 
Sunday night to Tuesday at noon, 
and expressed that she would like 
to be helpful to students in any 
way that she can while present.

For the month of February, the WUPRSSA 
Facebook page is up in all aspects. The two 
largest jumps being the Total Reach count 
(+1,727.3 percent.) and the Post Reach count 
(+1,819.4 percent.)

The blog, wuprssa.wordpress.com, gives 
updates on upcoming and past chapter 
events for WUPRSSA. Along with the 
updates, frequent articles written by PR 
professionals are posted on the blog. These 
articles give advice in all aspects of Public 
Relations. 

The most popular article posted in February 
was “Business Casual vs. Business Confused.” 
We would like to start posting news releases 
and reports written by the students in our 
chapter soon.

Also, if you miss a meeting, stay up-to-date 
with the @wuprssa twitter account. The 
chapter’s twitter account is also becoming 
more popular: it gained over 20 new 
followers this past month. 

Stay connected with WUPRSSA! Tweet at us! 
Follow us! @wuprssa
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The spring semester is always busiest for 
Red Brick Communications. With the kick-off 
of Relay for Life sign-ups, fundraising and 
various new events we are helping with, the 
students involved with the firm are keeping 
busy! 

The English Department put on the “Pass 
the Biscuit” event at the end of February, 
and our Food Bank account team helped 
with promotional materials; we were well 
represented at the event. 

We also have taken the Shippensburg 
Reenactment account back on as a client 
since they liked the work we produced for 
them last spring. 

Red Brick is gearing up for a busy semester 
with events, while also preparing for another 
successful year for the American Cancer 
Society and Waynesburg University’s Relay 
for Life.

“Mini-Bateman”

with  abby  pittinaro

Coming Up

“Board Member”

the Bateman competition from 
PRSSA national to fit our chapter. 
I’m excited to see how each group 
interacts and what they generate,” 
said Molly Winters, President of 
Waynesburg University Public 
Relations Student Society of 
America. 

The campaign topic was voted 
on during the first semester and 

teams were assigned after it was 
officially chosen. By this time, 
teams were expected to meet 
once and discuss plans for the 
campaign.

“The teams will present to a panel 
of judges who are made up of 
public relations professionals from 
the university. Each team has to 
give a presentation and submit a 

binder containing their campaign 
plan and materials,” said recent 
graduate and former executive 
board member of PRSSA, Hope 
Frick.

This is the first year PRSSA has 
done an activity such as this and 
if all goes well competing in the 
actual Bateman competition could 
be in our future.

Molly Winters

with   Natalie  Gloady



Tackling the issue of Green Planning, how you can help conserve

Public  Relations  Week IV

Green Event Planning is emerging 
as a new concern when planning 
a special event.   Each participant 
at a public special event generates 
approximately 2.5 pounds of 
waste on average according to the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources.  

When hosting a small event this 
amount of waste does not seem 
enormous, but when you host an 
event with five hundred people 
you have accrued 1250 pounds 
of waste that will be taken to the 
landfill.  Recycling water bottles, 
cans, and paper products can 
greatly reduce that number. 

That large of a number is very 
offensive to some people and 
you do not want to offend the 
attendants.  It is important to take 

the time to research this topic so 
you will be prepared when you 
begin planning special events. 

The Medical University of South 
Carolina has many suggestions 
on how to host a green event. 
The top five include invitations, 
location, food, transportation and 
recycling. One, send invitations 
via email or social media and this 
will conserve paper.  Two, choose 
a location that is outdoors.  This 
lowers the cost of renting a facility 
and can eliminate the need for 
bright lighting. Three, food is 
always important at an event.  
Ask people to RSVP so you can 
get an accurate head count.  This 
will lower the amount of excess 
food and the excess can always 
be donated to a local charity or 

food bank. Four, provide a shuttle 
transport system if large groups 
of attendees are coming from the 
same location or give incentives 
for carpooling.  And five, partner 
with groups who actively support 
recycling and provide guests with 
the opportunity to recycle their 
trash.  

So what are some steps you can 
take? First of all, learn about the 
issue and why it is important. 
Secondly, find ways your can 
implement green strategies.  Send 
meeting reminders, minutes and 
important information by email.  
You can also try putting things 
on the SMART board instead 
of handing everyone a stack of 
paper. Finally, be willing to make a 
change even if it seems small.

The week of April 7 to 11, 2014 is one to look forward 
to for anyone interested in the public relations field. 
This will mark the fourth annual Public Relations 
Week at Waynesburg. 

The week is packed with events to both promote 
and celebrate the public relations program on 
campus and to give students a chance to gain access 
to professional development. 

 The kickoff of the week-long event is Monday, April 
7 at 11 a.m. on the third floor of Stover. This event 
will feature a panel discussion with four Waynesburg 
alumni who are all graduates of the public relations 
program and currently working in the field. Each 
of these alumni will give a short presentation on 
what job he or she currently holds as well as offer a 
question and answer session. Additionally, they will 
be available for interested students to meet with 
after the presentations.  

Geri Evans, APR, a national board member of the 
Public Relations Society of America, will be giving 
the keynote presentation Monday evening.

“Geri Evans coming is significant. To have a member 
of the national board coming is indicative of the 
growth of our program. We have transitioned 
from on-campus to regional to national levels,” 
Department of Communication chair Richard Krause 
said.   

There will be a Sports Communication panel on 

Tuesday. Wednesday will start off with a breakfast 
for students to meet young public relations 
professionals and then will continue at lunch 
with PRSSA Inductions Ceremony. The winners of 
Waynesburg’s mini-Bateman Competition will also 
be announced on Wednesday.

The topic for Waynesburg’s Bateman competition is 
sports public relations. Students were tasked with 
creating a campaign to promote sporting events 
on campus and will be judged on effectiveness and 
impact. Additionally on Wednesday, there will be 
presentations by students who completed their 
public relations internships.

“Each year we try to add something new to the 
overall program…for 2014 we have added the 
Bateman Competition and the Communication 
Carnival,” Krause said.  

The Communication Carnival will take place 
Thursday evening on the fourth floor of Buhl.  It will 
feature carnival-reminiscent games and activities 
with a small charge, as it is a fundraiser for the 
chapter. There are some great prizes, including a new 
digital camera, so students are encouraged to come 
out and have some fun! 

Students wishing to further their knowledge in 
public relations and gain professional development 
should be sure to mark each of these events on their 
calendars. 

Writing effective news releases 
stem from the education that 
is taught in the early years as a 
Public Relations student.  

The first significant part, is 
the newsworthy value of the 
information that is being 
provided.  If the release is not 
timely, the editor of a publication 
will not give it a second look.  

“Press releases are one of the 
most fundamental tools out of 
all the public relations tools,” said 
Richard Krause, department of 
communication chair, “To pitch 
a piece and get a person that 

is able to meet the needs and 
grab the attention of the media 
and finally getting placement, is 
valuable to any editor”

Second, when writing a news 
release it is very important to 
follow the associated press style 
or AP Style. The logistics of this 
style make the press release 
easy to read like a newspaper 
article. The standard format is the 
inverted pyramid style, where 
the most important information 
is at the top of the release with 
the less important information 
toward bottom. It is important 
to follow this format because 

the reader should be able to 
understand the importance of 
the release within thirty seconds 
of reading. Beginning the release 
with an effective summary lede, 
aids with conveying the message 
by enticing the reader of the 
release to read on. 

“The best part of writing press 
releases is that you are getting 
free publicity and that you 
have direct control on what 
is being disseminated,” said 
Brittany Semco, when asked 
the importance of writing press 
releases.  

How to write an effective Press Release (refer to left for more info)

Though many may believe that 
a town like Waynesburg, PA with 
only 4,200 residents offers no 
opportunities to practice public 
relations, an article in the 2014 
winter edition of Forum proves 
otherwise.

In the most recent edition of 
winter Forum, an article by 
Aaron Krish, a student from 
the University of Wisconsin- 
Stevens Point, stated, “Practicing 
public relations in a small town 
should not be undervalued or 
underestimated.” 

Abby Pittinaro, director of the 
Waynesburg University’s PRSSA 
chapter’s student-run firm, Red 
Brick Communications, could not 
agree more. 

 “We [Red Brick Communications] 
have been really fortunate to live 

Waynesburg University not to be underestimated in public relations

Continue reading on pg. 4

Writing for the Trending Topics 
is great practice for your future 
career with news releases!
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in a county where there are a lot of nonprofits that 
need a lot of help,” said Abby Pittinaro, director of 
Red Brick Communications.

Red Brick Communications has been afforded the 
opportunity to serve clients such as the American 
Cancer Society, the Corner Cupboard Food Bank, 
and the Salvation Army.

“We try to only focus on nonprofits because they 
really do need the help,” said Pittinaro. “It is help for 
us in putting together our portfolios and it is help 
that they can use also.”

Among the best work that students have done for 
affiliated nonprofits is the work of PRSSA Secretary, 
Michelle Dunseath who created a website for the 
Corner Cupboard food bank. 

“We are currently finalizing the website for the food 
bank, which is great because that was something 
that they didn’t have before,” said Pittinaro. “This 
will now provide easy access for people to go to a 
public library and find out about their local Corner 
Cupboard. “

Red Brick Communications affords students the 
opportunity to receive hands-on experience in the 
nonprofit field.

“If you enjoy working with nonprofits, Waynesburg 
University is a great school because it is a tiny town 
and there is an emphasis on service, so public 
relations students can really get a good feel for the 
nonprofit sector of Public Relations,” said Pittinaro.

Krish ends his article in stating, “A small market 

does not hinder public relations professionals- it 
strengthens the reasons why they practice public 
relations. 

Pittinaro expressed that she feels similarly. 

“Because we depend on our clients for experience 
and they depend on us for the work, there is 
a different type of working relationship that is 
formed,” said Pittinaro. “It is definitely stronger bond 
than it may be in the city where there are more 
volunteers willing to give their time in the city. So in 
small communities like Waynesburg, nonprofits are 
more dependent on those who do want to come 
help them. As a result, we are valued more and that 
does lead to a better relationship.”

“Waynesburg”

PRSSA has begun signing up for this year’s mini 
Relay for Life. Members registered to walk on 
the day of relay, April 27, and have also made a 
personal commitment to raise $100. PRSSA will be 
joining others globally to help fight cancer. 

“Each year, more than 4 million people in over 
20 countries raise much-needed funds and 
awareness to save lives from cancer through 
the Relay For Life movement,” according to the 
American Cancer Society. 

Through all of our members’ dedication and 
support we can help to continue cancer research. 

The chapter will be sporting orange shirts in 
support of their designated cancer, childhood 
leukemia, on the day of relay. 

The American Cancer Society states that, 
“leukemia is the most common cancer in children 
and teens. It accounts for about one out of three 
of cancers in children.” 

All student groups are invited to make a team and 
students who do not have a team can still sign up 
to walk. 

Many universities put together mini relays but as 

a third year participant I can say that Waynesburg 
University does an exceptional job of raising funds 
and sharing inspirational stories. 

Our chapter has continued to grow and I am 
so excited to have this many PRSSA members 
involved with relay this year. Our chapter has a 
great opportunity to make an impact in so many 
people’s lives. 

If you want to get more involved with the 
planning of the relay contact me, there is always 
room for help. 

Special Events Coordinator Update with Kara Bemer

2014 Annual PRSA Renaisance Awards (in case you missed it on FaceBook)

1. Abby Pittinaro, Kara Bemer and Megan Bayles work Registration
2. Brittany Semco, Kara Bemer, Abby Pittinaro and Molly Winters
3. The Renaisance Awards with PNC Park in the background

4. Cooper Munroe, founder of the Motherhood
5. Jordan gets a round of applause for his work as an intern
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